
Pp6f km;L{sf] syf

A Traditional Tale from Bhutan

e"6fgaf6 Ps bGt] syf

Told by Hari Tiwari • Chief Illustrator: Dal Rai

syf eGg] xl/ ltjf/L • k|d'v lrqsf/M bn /fO{

NEW HAMPSHIRE HUMANITIES COUNCIL • CONCORD, NEW HAMPSHIRE 

Pp6f km;L{sf] syf

A Traditional Tale from Bhutan

e"6fgaf6 Ps bGt] syf

Told by Hari Tiwari • Chief Illustrator: Dal Rai

syf eGg] xl/ ltjf/L • k|d'v lrqsf/M bn /fO{

NEW HAMPSHIRE HUMANITIES COUNCIL • CONCORD, NEW HAMPSHIRE 

Pp6f km;L{sf] syf

A Traditional Tale from Bhutan

e"6fgaf6 Ps bGt] syf

Told by Hari Tiwari • Chief Illustrator: Dal Rai

syf eGg] xl/ ltjf/L • k|d'v lrqsf/M bn /fO{

NEW HAMPSHIRE HUMANITIES COUNCIL • CONCORD, NEW HAMPSHIRE 

Pp6f km;L{sf] syf

A Traditional Tale from Bhutan

e"6fgaf6 Ps bGt] syf

Told by Hari Tiwari • Chief Illustrator: Dal Rai

syf eGg] xl/ ltjf/L • k|d'v lrqsf/M bn /fO{

NEW HAMPSHIRE HUMANITIES COUNCIL • CONCORD, NEW HAMPSHIRE 

Discussion GuiDe

The Story of  a Pumpkin is a rollicking, 
sometimes scary, and always magical tale carried to New 
Hampshire by Nepali-speaking neighbors from Bhutan.

The Story of  a Pumpkin was made possible by the generous support of:
The McIninch Foundation

Lucia Ewing
Kathy and Bill Gillett

A folktale is a story that is passed down through 
generations by word of  mouth. Storytellers recount 
folktales, adding their own personal touches to entertain 
listeners and to teach a moral or lesson. Myths, tall tales, 
legends, fables, and fairy tales are all folktales.

When the second youngest daughter agrees to marry the 
pumpkin, magical things happen. But, one of  the sisters is not 
pleased and attempts to fool the pumpkin into thinking she is his 
true wife. Will she get away with it?

New Hampshire Humanities Council
603.224.4071

Learn more about Connections at www.nhhc.org/connections.php

From The Story of  a Pumpkin:

What is a folktale?



“We end a story by telling the listener, ‘You will receive a golden garland.’ In our culture, gold is most valued. By 
offering a golden garland, we honor listeners who have gained knowledge of  the culture and the history of  our people.” 

- Ambika Sharma

What did the farmer’s wife in The Story of  a Pumpkin want more 
than anything and why?

Why did Didi act the way she did and what was her mistake? 
Have you every been jealous? Why? What did you do and what 
did you want to do?
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Why did the farmer and his wife start calling the pumpkin, 
Son? What qualities of  a son does the pumpkin have? What 
would a modern day pumpkin-son be able to do?

Why does the wife come at night? What does she do, and what 
does that say about what she finds important? Would you have 
done the same thing?

Why did the pumpkin visit the king to find a wife? Where do 
you think the queen is?

Why does the king punish Didi so harshly? Do you think this 
is too harsh? How would you have punished her?

When the pumpkin was hiding, the king thought the bush hid 
a powerful spirit. Later in the story, the husband thinks his wife 
is a ghost. What does this say about ideas towards ghosts and 
spirits? Do you believe in ghosts? In superstitions?

How would this story be different if  it were written today?

Look at all the places in the story where you find the number 
3 or 300. Is there any significance to these numbers? Do you 
believe numbers can be lucky or unlucky?

What other fairytales or folktales does this story remind you 
of?

Why do you think the second-youngest daughter agreed to 
marry the pumpkin?

What was the lesson in the story?

Why do fruits and vegetables play such important roles in the 
story?

Can you remember a story someone told you when you were a 
small child?

To follow the journey of  creating The Story of  a Pumpkin, for a reader’s 
theater script, or a lesson plan for a folktale unit with The Story of  a 
Pumpkin for grades 2-5, visit storyofapumpkin.wordpress.org.


